PASTOR HALL                         35

Friedrich Hall Of course, of course, fancy my not thinking
of it! You're a teetotaller.

Traiigott Pipermann. Your question took me aback, Herr
Pastor, because the Innkeeper Henke also wanted to
tempt me when I was collecting the church dues from
him, and the Innkeeper Henke is badly disposed towards
me, that is, badly disposed towards you, I meant to say,
Herr Pastor, yet I believe you when you say you did it
out of absentmindedness.

Friedrich Hall My dear Pipermann, Herr Henke likes to
play a practical joke now and then.

Traiigott Pipermann. The devil comes among us in many
forms, Herr Pastor,

Friedrich Hall As you rightly observe, Pipermann, the
devil comes among us in many forms. And now what
exactly have you come here for?

Traiigott Pipermann. Although as a skilled shoemaker I
know how to distinguish a sole made of the best leather
from one made of the bits that are left over, Herr Pastor,
yet I think that if I had no other choice, and couldn't
get the best leather sole, I'd resort to one made of the
bits that are left over and rely on the good God for it
to stand the wear and tear.

Friedrich Hall. Naturally.

Traiigott Pipermann.

[Rubbing his hands together.]